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Serendipity’s Core
Beliefs, drawn from
the Principles of 
RE-Education:

• Trust is essential. 

• Feelings should be 
nurtured. 

• Groups are major sources 
of instruction. 

• Community must be 
experienced to be learned.

• Intelligence can be 
enhanced. 

• Competence makes a 
difference, especially 
with schoolwork. 

• Self-control can be taught. 

• Physical experiences 
help us define ourselves. 

• Now is when life is 
to be lived. 

• Time is an ally in support 
of positive changes

• Ceremony and ritual 
give order, stability, 
and confidence. 

• Joy should be built 
into each day.

For more information, please contact:

Kristin Harquail, Intake Coordinator 
503-761-7139 
ext. 146  kristinh@serendipitycenter.org
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Serendipity’s Mission is to provide the best environment 
for our students to heal and become educated, productive 
community members.
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Students at

Serendipity benefit

from nourishing

meals and the 

supports of a 

successful learning

environment.

Program Description:
Serendipity is a participant in the National School
Lunch Program through the USDA. We provide
breakfasts, lunches, and snacks. Serendipity pro-
vides learning opportunities in an environment
that supports the overall health and well-being 
of some of the most vulnerable children in our
community. Food and meal sharing is an 
important part of creating a successful learning
environment. It is our goal that students leave 
the cafeteria ready to learn, feeling secure, well
nourished, their basic needs met and with energy
for the day’s activities.

Features of our 
Food Services Program:
Meals are prepared on site. The Food Services
team at Serendipity has made the following 
commitments to our students, staff and guests:
• Menu meets and exceeds the nutrition 

standards of the USDA

• Easily accessible (known) foods with a variety
of rotating proteins

• Different genres or ethnicities within each
week 

• Delicious entrees accented by a rotating salad
bar  

• Fresh, local, seasonal, and consistent produce on
a daily salad bar

• Comfort food healthily prepared from scratch (as
much as possible)

• Primarily use non-processed foods

• Only enriched, whole grain products used

• Using as much food as possible from
Serendipity’s GROWING MINDS GARDEN

• Providing alternatives to menu items per specific
allergies or major dislikes

• Nutritious and delicious food made with love and
with the intent of healing! 

Additionally, Upper School and Transition to
Independence students have the opportunity, 
after successfully obtaining Food Handlers’ cards,
to participate in work-experience placements in
Serendipity’s Food Services program.

As the guiding philosophy for our therapeutic school, Serendipity embraces the principles of Re-Education. These focus on the strength inherent
in each child, employing a variety of perspectives and experiential approaches to thoughtfully move students towards independence.


