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Thirty five years ago, a group of four committed educators opened 

Serendipity’s doors to our first three students. Since that day we 

have continued our tradition of welcoming every 

student each morning with enthusiasm and hope. This 

anniversary has afforded us a year of reflection and gratitude 

that extends to every board member, every staff member, 

every donor, and every young person who has passed through 

our doors. The core of our mission is unchanged. We believe 

children who are struggling can learn, heal, and change 

direction when surrounded by skilled adults who affirm their 

potential. This annual report shares the highlights of 2013-

2014, our 35th year, but also acknowledges the events and 

accomplishments that built Serendipity. Thank you for being 

part of our story and for celebrating with us.

   With gratitude,

      Belinda Marier               

       Executive Director               

As we celebrate Serendipity’s amazing first thirty five years we look 

toward our future with renewed commitment to continue our tradition 

of excellence. Each and every day we aspire to fulfill Serendipity’s 

motto, “a child should know some joy in each day”. While many of the children in 

our care face issues of mental health, poverty and unstable home environments, 

our aspiration to instill joy becomes ever more compelling.

 Our society is ready to tackle the challenges and barriers caused by mental 

health issues and poverty, but often the question is “How?” One of the answers is 

“Serendipity Center” because Serendipity’s model is innovative and it works. Over 

the next 35 years, we need to increase Serendipity’s capacity to benefit kids and 

we need to increase awareness about Serendipity and the positive impacts it makes 

on some of the most vulnerable and deserving children in our community. Together, 

with the enthusiasm, dedication, and skill of Serendipity’s staff and management 

team, along with the continued support of our donors and volunteers, Serendipity will 

continue to accomplish incredible things. 

   With gratitude,

   Jeneé Hilliard
   Board Chair  
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89 students
are White

13 students are 
Hispanic/Latino

 
12 students
are Black/

African American

6 students are 
American

Indian/
Alaska native

4 students had
No Response
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AGE   STUDENTS 

10 students
from Beaverton

1 student
from Canby

18 students
from Centennial

19 students from
David Douglas

3 students
from Estacada

3 students
from Gladstone

1 student from
Gresham-Barlow

1 student
from Hillsboro

5 students from
Lake Oswego

9 students from
Molalla River

11 students from
North Clackamas

1 student from
North Marion

12 students
from Oregon City

17 students
from Parkrose

6 students from
Portland Public

4 student from
Reynolds

1 student from
Vancouver

3 students from
West Linn-Wilsonville

WHO SERENDIPITY SERVED IN 2013-2014:
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Contextual

Cognitive Behavior

Behavioral

Structure

The Serendipity 
Model

“It is the thoughtfulness and intention with which these theories are implemented that makes 
an approach integrative rather than eclectic. Eclecticism is the haphazard and unstructured 
employment of various theories and techniques with no regard for how these techniques 
work with or against each other. Integration, on the other hand, is carefully and thoughtfully 
constructed with close attention paid to how best to include component parts toward the 
improvement of the overall model.”   
                             — Dr. Wilson Kenney

W
hile Serendipity has adopted and 

implemented specific evidence-

based practices over the years, 

much of 2013-2014 was devoted 

to redefining and revising our model of therapeutic 

education. Dr. Wilson Kenney and Cassie Kenney, 

LMFT, co-owners of the Center for 

Integrated Intervention, provided the 

expertise and the outside perspective 

we needed. The Kenneys consulted 

with our program leaders and facilitated 

trainings, observations, and workshops 

for our staff members throughout the 

year. The outcome was the Serendipity 

Model of Integrated Intervention.  

        Integration means that Serendipity’s core 

philosophy of RE-Education is merged with 

other practices. Sustained by a daily environ-

ment of stability and structure, this integrated 

model pervades every classroom, every day, 

providing our students with a consistent and 

constructive learning experience. The 

pyramid that illustrates this model offers 

a variety of approaches guided by 

individual students’ changing needs. 

For Serendipity to offer an experience 

that differs from those students have 

had previously, we must see beyond 

behavior and weave context into our 

understanding of the whole child.

        This reinvestment in our approach was 

made possible by a generous grant from 

the Meyer Memorial Trust, which not only 

funded the renovation of our model,    

but also the data management system 

to record and eventually evaluate it.   

        While this project will extend 

into future years, we believe we 

have developed a model and 

the ability to collect and 

analyze data that will 

advance best 

practices in working 

with challenged 

young people. 

S 
erendipity’s program 
is built around 
the RE-Education 
beliefs and values, 
developed by 
noted psychologist 
Dr. Nicholas Hobs.  

RE-Education is a guiding philosophical 
orientation that aligns with the specific 
practices we’ve adopted and woven 

into our model.  The twelve principles of 
RE-Education define our understanding 
of therapeutic education and guide 
our work every day.    

For example:
n  We believe that reliable, trustworthy 
adults are essential for children striving 
to make changes. Serendipity staff 
members, all considered Teacher-

Counselors in the RE-Ed tradition, are 
genuine, empathic, and constantly 
engaging with students to establish 
positive, healthy relationships.

n  We believe that with the right 
modeling, instruction, and support, 
children impacted by trauma and 
other challenges can improve their 
communication and self-regulation.  

Serendipity’s Core Philosophy of RE-Education
Individual coaching, groups, and 
feedback prepare young people to be 
their own advocates and to navigate 
life stresses when they occur.

n  We believe that the experiencing 
of community is essential, so we 
intentionally build community through 
inclusivity, respect, service projects, 
and student leadership. 
 

n  We believe that a child should 
experience joy every day and have 
the anticipation of joy tomorrow. This 
belief drives fun at Serendipity, in the 
form of dances, play, therapy llamas, 
gardening, and regular ceremonies to 
recognize successful steps forward.   

“In RE-Ed, no one waits for 
a special therapeutic hour. 
We try, as best we can, to 
make all hours special.  
We strive for immediate 
and sustained involvement 
in purposive and   
consequential living.”
                                      — Dr. Nicholas Hobbs

Contextual
Transforms and remediates 
maladaptive patterns of behavior; 
builds internal motivation.

Cognitive Behavioral
Builds common therapeutic 
language and can lead to   
skill acquisition when student  
is motivated.

Behavioral
Stabilizes behavior so that student 
can begin to engage in learning 
and start developing relationships 
with staff; builds external motivation.

Structure
Provides consistency 
and safety.Dr. Wilson Kenney



Walsh Construction Co. 
— In 2006, we asked for a 
meeting with a representa-
tive of Walsh Construction, 
having heard from other 
nonprofits that Walsh Con-
struction was a valuable 

partner. We had 
no plans and 

no commit-
ted funds, but 
announced 
we were going 

to renovate our 
campus. Since that 

first contact, Walsh has 
consistently functioned 
as our partner. In addition 
to being skilled planners 
and builders, they have 
taught us about the care 
and the future possibilities 
for our space. They have 
accommodated numer-
ous change orders, only 
deflecting a few, and 
somehow found a way for 
our budget to balance 
at the end of day. They 
respond to every request, 
are the first phone call 
when there’s a problem to 
solve, and have become 
valued and extraordinary 
friends. 

Amy Blake — In 
addition to filling the role 
of our property/casualty 
insurance broker at Brown 
& Brown for most of the last 
12 years, Amy is also a 
powerful ambassador 
for the children and 
mission of Serendipity. 
Amy chairs the holiday 
giving efforts each year, 
within and beyond her 
company. She personally 
ensures that our students 
receive gifts and that 
our families in need are 

provided 
food and 
utility 
assistance 
over the 
Winter 

Break. She 
tells Serendipity’s 

story whenever possible 
and has advocated 
for Serendipity as the 
recipient of support from 
other organizations within 
the insurance field. She is 
an annual donor, giving 
financial support as well 
as food and gifts. We 
have been grateful for 
her friendship for as long 
as we’ve known her and 
have come to depend on 
her extraordinary acts of 
charity and compassion. 

Rick Levine — In 1999, 
Serendipity made the 
decision to invite support 
from our community. 

We met several 
consultants, 

but ultimately 
found our 
comfort 
and rhythm 

with one. 
Rick Levine took 

Serendipity under his wing 
and began writing grants 
to fund projects, capacity 
enhancement, and growth.  
He both understood and 
believed in our mission 
from the beginning. Rick 
introduced us to foundation 
trustees and directors, using 
the considerable respect 
he’d garnered in the 
philanthropic community 
to create a seat at the 
table for Serendipity. His 
endorsement opened 
door after door. Upon his 
retirement, Rick continued 
to lead Serendipity’s efforts 
as a volunteer. His grant 
writing has resulted in 
almost $3,000,000 invested 
in the potential of our 
young people. We continue 
to depend on his strategic 
thinking and his wisdom, 
and acknowledge the 
profound and permanent 
impact he’s had on 
Serendipity.

Teacher-Counselor 
of the Year
Nick has often been recognized as a “saint.” In this case, “saint” 

is a succinct way of saying Nick is patient, kind, committed, 

and absolutely radiates calm. He is intelligent, resourceful, 

and dependable. Students are reassured by his consistency. 

Nick is Nick…. the same today, as yesterday and 

tomorrow. He understands that changes take 

time. Nick doesn’t give up on kids. He is a 

person of hope, truly believing students can 

make progress and learn self-management 

skills.  He is empathic and nurtures 

feelings. He is, without a doubt, an amazing 

Serendipity Teacher Counselor.

2014 Winners of the Jeri Hamilton 
Extraordinary Volunteer Award 
Each year, Serendipity honors those individuals and  

corporations whose efforts have enhanced Serendipity’s capacity 

to educate and nurture our children. Jeri Hamilton was presented 

with the first award in 2008. It has become tradition to conclude 

Serendipity’s annual event, Pearls of Hope, by honoring new extraordinary 

volunteers with an award presented in her name. The 2014 Winners are:
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Eagles’ 
Nest
In November 2013, the 
board, staff, students, 
and friends of Serendipity 
gathered for the grand 
opening of the Eagles’ 
Nest, Serendipity’s new 
outdoor play structure. 
This new area allows 
year-round outdoor 
exercise and support 
Serendipity’s Therapeutic 
Recreation Program.

Serendipity Center appreciates the 
generosity of these contributors, 

whose skills, labor, and resources 
built this covered play area. 

Together, they have created an 
opportunity for generations of 

Serendipity students to be stronger, 
healthier, and happier.

Heather Austin 

Cascade Greens

Clark Foundation

Coffman Excavation

Cushion Tennis Courts

GWB Architecture

Harper Houf Peterson Righellis Inc.

MWA Architects

NIKE Employee Fund at Oregon 
Community Foundation

Oregon Community Foundation

Oregon Designated Fund of the
Oregon Community Foundation

Portland Rotary Charitable Trust

Quest Foundation

Robert D. and Marcia H. Randall
Charitable Trust

Schnitzer CARE Foundation

Swindells Charitable Trust

Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust

Walsh Construction

Student Produced 
Yearbook

With the support 

of staff advisors 

David and Graham,  

Serendipity’s 

student council 

undertook design 

and production of 

this year’s Student 
Yearbook. The 

results were creative, 

celebratory, and very meaningful to our 

student body.  

Through a grant from 
the United Way of the 
Columbia-Willamette, 
Serendipity had the 
opportunity to partner 
with VIBE, another 

Portland nonprofit dedicated to empowering underserved 
children through art and music. Every Friday during the 
school year, a music and an art teacher facilitated 
drumming, singing, and creative expression. The cul-
mination of these efforts was the annual talent show, 
which featured original songs and dances, joke telling, 
and magic acts. We enjoyed and celebrated the artistic 
young people in our school, and acknowledged the 
courage involved in sharing one’s talents.  

Arts



Communication 
room added to 

program.
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35  Y E A R S
   1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 
 

1990                             1991   1992   1993  1994    1995   1996 1997 1998   1999   2000     2001   2002    2003 
  

Serendipity 
opens in three 

classrooms 
leased from 

St. Joseph the 
Worker Catholic 

Church. 

Governor Barbara 
Roberts speaks at 
groundbreaking 
ceremony for first 
school building.

Wellness supports 
added as first 

School Nurse and 
first Food Services 
Coordinator join 

the staff.

Serendipity hosts 
Cub Scouts 

troop for 
students.

Family Services 
program 

launched, 
providing 

foundation for 
current Case 
Management 

model.

Opening of 
Developmental 
Kindergarten.

Transition to 
Independence 
Program(TTIP) 

opened to 
prepare young 

adults to 
skillfully navigate 

transition to 
adulthood.

Serendipity
participates in 

Multnomah County’s 
Progress Board, 
advocating for 

children with 
disabilities in 
establishing 
educational 
benchmarks 

for future. 

Vocational
options 

expand, through 
partnership with 

Health Dept. 
for staff to offer 
Food Handlers 
curriculum and 

exam.

First capital 
campaign, 
Building for 

SucceSS, 
launched to 
fund campus 
renovation.

Art Therapy 
added to 
program.

North Star
Alternative 

Program opened.

Serendipity 
included in 

Portland 
Trailblazers 

“Stay In School”
program and 

enjoys visit from 
players.

Culturally-specific 
therapeutic 

school program 
opened in 

partnership with 
Youth Villages, 

then ChristieCare. 

Play therapy 
added to 
program.

Serendipity 
adopts 

RE-Education 
as philosophy 
and becomes 

sponsoring 
member of 

the American 
RE-Education 
Association.

The Serendipity 
Circle becomes 

an annual 
giving society 
for friends and 

investors. 

NIKE Playground 
constructed.

Serendipity’s 
Therapy llama 

program 
featured in media.

Purchased lot 4, 
creating future 

home for garden.

TTIP forges 
partnership with 
Ride Connection 

for new work 
experience.

Serendipity’s 
therapeutic 
recreation 

instructor named 
a NIKE Coach of 
the Game at a 

half-time 
presentation at 
the Memorial

Coliseum.

HEDCO Hub 
building 
opened.

Serendipity 
selected as 

an Investee by 
the Social 

Venture Partners 
Portland.

Building for SucceSS 
Campaign 
successfully 

completed, adding 
Life Skills rooms, 

Coaching rooms, 
Library, and

Computer lab.

Therapeutic High 
School opened.

New logo
selected by 

board to
communicate 
the blending of 
services and the 

power of a
holistic approach.

Serendipity’s 
school meals 

program awarded 
bonus rate due 

to wellness 
standards.

PBIS (Positive 
Behavioral 

Interventions & 
Supports) adopted 

as school-wide 
program to teach 
essential skills and 

build positive 
culture guided 

by student 
leadership.

Wellness program 
expands with 

construction of 
covered play 

center, the 
Eagles’ Nest.  

Serendipity’s 
Street Law 

teacher selected 
in national 

competition 
to attend 
prestigious 

Supreme Court 
Summer Institute.

First Youth 
Opportunity 

Summit in 
Oregon held for 

Serendipity 
students, 

facilitated by 
Dr. Donna Beegle.

Growing 
Minds Garden 

launched.

Approved by 
Oregon Dept. of 

Education 
to serve 

students with 
disabilities.

Accreditation 
awarded.

Middle School 
Program added.

Elementary 
Programs 
added.

“Coaching” 
becomes core 
component of 

program, under 
leadership

of first coach
Bob Wright.

 Annual “Bob 
Awards”

recognize 
students making 

significant 
personal growth.

Enrollment 
increases with 
contracts with 
Juvenile Courts 
in Multnomah 

and Washington 
Counties.

The Oregonian 
features 

Serendipity’s
innovative 

summer tutorial 
program.

Installed Modular 
units, providing 

expanded 
vocational 

options including 
a student run 

café.

Conceptual 
design for our 
own school 

building 
completed.

Dr. John Deeney 
becomes our 

consulting 
psychiatrist.

Certification as 
a Children’s 
Outpatient 

Mental Health 
Provider.

Purchase of 
Building One 

and lots 2, 3 and 
5, preparing for 

continued 
campus 

development.

2004                             2005  2006     2007   2008      2009   2010 2011 2012    2013   2014

Looking Forward
As we look to the future, we are 
planning for growth and expansion 
that will allow Serendipity to serve 
more students while maintaining 
its commitment to best practice 
therapeutic education.  

While we are proud of what we’ve 
accomplished in the past 35 years, 
our focus is on the future and ensuring 
Serendipity leads the way as a model 
therapeutic school for the region, and 
the nation. We envision growth of our 
campus, where the mental health, 
education and physical well being of 
our students are seamlessly integrated. 

Serendipity Celebrates 
35 Years
Serendipity’s story tells the evolution of a 
unique model. Responding to the needs of 
our students and the community we serve, 
we grew from a high school to a K – age 21 
program. We developed from an alternative 
to a therapeutic school by integrating 
treatment services. We moved from rented 
classrooms to our customized campus.

A holistic definition of success emerged, 
with vocational readiness, life skills, service 
projects, artistic expression, leadership, 
and wellness incorporated into academic 
learning.  

Support within our community grew in the 
form of an expanding circle of donors and 
investors. These friends believe in our mission 
and, most importantly, join with Serendipity’s 
exceptional staff to believe in the potential 
of all our students.  

New
comprehensive

website 
launched.

First annual 
event brings 

together donors 
and friends, 

setting the stage 
for our annual 
Pearls of Hope 

event.

Catch a Falling 
Star reunion 

marks 20 year 
anniversary and 

transition to
2nd Executive

Director.

Susan Schriver 
Scholarship Fund 

established.



Youth Opportunity
Summit

Spotlight
      on
         Serendipity
Each year, the Portland Business Journal selects four Portland 

area non-profits to support through advertisements. The partnership 

program is designed to give small organizations 

greater exposure to the PBJ’s readership. This 

year, Serendipity was honored to be selected 

as one of the non-profit partners and to receive 

more than $35,000 in free advertising space in the 

Portland Business Journal! Our advertisements, 

which were designed and donated by MediaWorks 

Visual Communications, introduce Serendipity as 

a special school and an advocate for children 

whose needs have prevented success in other 

settings. Other contributors to this project were 

Danny Getachew of DanDan Creative and 

board members Jeff Dick and Patti Moller.  

The first Youth Opportunity (YO) Summit at 

Serendipity (also the first in Oregon) was held in 

March 2014. The Summit was based on a model 

developed by Dr. Donna Beegle, founder of 

Communication Across Borders, and a nationally 

recognized leader in helping youth develop 

tools to deal with — and overcome — poverty. 

As part of the summit, we acknowledged 

poverty as a very real trauma, accompanied by 

grief, pain, and anger. Dr. Beegle facilitated a 

highly empowering experience for our students, 

helping them to authentically understand core 

poverty issues and assist them in moving out 

and staying out of poverty. The YO Summit was 

funded through a generous grant from United 

Way of the Columbia-Willamette. 

Serendipity 
thanks the 

Portland Business 
Journal for their 

Partnership 
Program

The goal of the YO Summit  

was the empowerment of 

young people who either 

live in poverty or are at 

risk of living in poverty. Dr. 

Beegle established three 

themes for the event: 

Removing Shame, Reducing 

Isolation, and Restoring Hope. 

Serendipity students prepared 

for the day by identifying the 

experiences that define 

their past and their present 

circumstances, as well as 

articulating their hopes 

for their futures. During 

the YO Summit, students, 

staff, and our facilitators, 

shared honestly and 

openly about their histories 

and the conclusions they 

formed that have to be 

challenged before new 

opportunities can be 

embraced.   

Empowering Serendipity Students
“If we begin by teaching 

children about poverty in the 

K-12 system, everyone would 

learn about the true causes of 

poverty and the circumstances 

that perpetuate it. They 

would gain empathy and 

recognition that not everyone 

has the same chances. 

More importantly, children 

in poverty would learn the 

true causes and be able to 

externalize the shame taught 

by their own experiences. It 

empowers them to understand 

and change their current 

context.”

                               — Dr. Donna Beegle

Restoring Hope. Removing Shame. Reducing Isolation.



Serendipity’s Growing Minds 
Garden and Farm
With the launch of a comprehensive farm-to-school initiative in 

the fall of 2013, Serendipity has broken ground our Growing 

Minds Garden, nearly a half-acre in size and 

devoted to horticultural therapy, 

science education and organic 

vegetable production. 

Under the guidance of our 

Garden Coordinator Nicolas 

Townsend, students study 

the life and earth sciences as 

well as pesticide-free growing 

practices through an inquiry-

based, hands-on, service-learning 

approach. The produce grown is incorporated into meals 

served in the school’s dining room as well as prepared by 

students in the life-skills room and brought home to share 

with their families. 

Additionally, portions of the garden have been designed to 

encourage quiet reflection, and are conducive to coaching, 

problem solving and horticultural therapy exercises. 

The Growing Minds Garden benefits students by:

	 •	 Increasing	access	to	fresh,	pesticide-free	produce

	 •	Offering	a	“living	laboratory”	for	study	of	the	life	and	earth		

  sciences

	 •	Providing	an	environment	for	Horticultural	Therapy

Serendipity provides learning opportunities in an environment 

that supports the overall health and well-being of some of the 

most vulnerable children in our community. Food and meal 

sharing is an important part of creating a successful learning 

environment. Every morning before class begins and again at 

lunchtime, Serendipity students and staff gather in our large 

dining area to enjoy a meal together. Our students leave the 

cafeteria ready to learn, feeling secure and well nourished; 

their basic needs are met and they have energy for the day’s 

activities.

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 
CAPITAL ONE VOLUNTEERS

Volunteer teams from Capital One devoted 

two Saturdays per month to build garden 

beds, lay a garden path, and develop the 

Growing Minds Garden to the point that 

students could take over the project. Their 

perseverance and willingness to hold the 

vision of the Growing Minds Garden resulted 

in a complete transformation of the space 

and one of the most significant gifts our 

students and our school has ever received. 

The Growing Minds Garden will be entering 

its next phase of development with a 

full-time Garden Coordinator in 2014-

2015, thanks to a gift from the Walmart 

Foundation. Shown above is Serendipity’s 

Board of Directors, enjoying the garden and 

celebrating the generosity that has been 

extended. 

344
TOTAL VOLUNTEER

HOURS

75
GARDEN BEDS

ADDED

83
POUNDS OF PRODUCE

HARVESTED

25
VARIETIES OF

HERBS & FLOWERS

“By the time today’s young people reach adulthood they will be the first generation slated to 
live shorter lives than their parents; chiefly due to nutrition related diseases such as obesity 
and diabetes. Most students at Serendipity eat two-out-of-three meals here at school and 
we are successfully increasing vegetables in these meals through students’ experience of 
having grown them. Our goal is for the Growing Minds Garden to be a place where students 
learn healthy eating habits that will serve them throughout their lives.”

— Nicolas Townsend, Garden Coordinator, Serendipity Center



Serendipity Center – Fiscal year 2014  July 2013 through June 30, 2014

Assets    
Cash and Equivalents   $848,896
Accounts Receivable  $540,959
Contributions Receivable   $20,311 
Prepaid Expenses  $102,172
Property Equipment - Net  $3,589,197

   
   
    

Total Assets  $5,101,535

Liabilities and Net Assets    
Accounts Payable  $64,354
Accrued payroll, Taxes 
   & Benefits Payable  $301,071
Long Term Debt  $623,596
Total Liabilities  $989,021
    
Unrestricted Net Assets  $1,762,620
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets  $2,349,894
Total Net Assets  $4,112,514
    
Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $5,101,535

Tuition and 
Medicaid Revenue

Food Service

Contributions

In-kind Contributions

Special Events

Miscellaneous   

89.83%

1.03%

6.19%

 1.3%

1.6%

.05%

Program Service

Supporting Services
Management & General

 

84.8%

15.2%

 

Expenditures                                                                                                            Total 

Program Services    $4,234,950
Supporting Services - Management & General    $756,372

 Totals     $4,991,322

Revenue and Support             Unrestricted            Temporarily Restricted                Total                             
  
Tuition and Medicaid  Revenue $4,781,193   $4,781,193  
Food Service $54,752   $54,752 
Contributions $48,616     $280,952 $329,568 
In-kind Contributions  $20,383  $49,020 $69,403  
Special Events  (net income)   $84,930 $84,930  
Miscellaneous $2,448   $2,448
Net Assets Released from restriction $318,665               < $318,665 >
  
Totals  $5,226,057    $96,237 $5,322,294
       

        

Revenue and Support 

Expenditures

Consolidated Statement of Activities

Statement of Financial Position (Snapshot of June 30, 2014)

Stephen’s Story
Our son, Stephen, recently received his high school diploma from 

Serendipity Center. This was an accomplishment we thought we’d 
never see. Stephen is autistic and suffers from Obsessive-compulsive 

disorder and Tourette syndrome. He also has auditory, sensory, and 

executive processing dysfunctions, among other disorders that have 

adversely impacted his life.

His challenges began in preschool. From an early age he lacked an 

understanding of the complexity of human interaction, which he found 

overwhelming and agitating. Stephen had difficulties behaving in an 

acceptable manner when he was at school. He raised his voice when 

he got agitated and had difficulty not touching everything, including 

other students, because of his OCD. We decided to homeschool 

Stephen after his preschool experience. We enrolled him part-time at the 

local school to keep him connected to his peers. However, his obsessive 

compulsive and aggressive behaviors proved too challenging for his teacher 

and other students. After only a few months, we felt compelled to withdraw him 

from school entirely.

During his first years of homeschooling, Stephen performed well in his academics, but 

we knew he needed social outlets beyond that of his younger brother. Early attempts at 

local homeschool group activities never lasted more than a few weeks since Stephen’s 

behaviors had become too difficult for the average activity leader to manage. After 

receiving repeated parental complaints about his behavior and its effect on their 

children, the leaders would ask us to withdraw Stephen from the activity. His 

social options looked bleak. 

When he reached high school age, a family friend suggested we 

enroll him in the school system to facilitate our getting services 

from Multnomah County Developmental Disabilities Services. 

Stephen liked the idea of going to school because he thought 

it would help him make friends. We enrolled him part-time at a 

local high school, but he continued to struggle. Despite good 

intensions, no one could help him get control of his behavior. 

Stephen became overwhelmed by all of the human interaction 

at school, so he began shutting down by falling asleep. Further 

agitation related to his OCD caused him to act out physically, 

resulting in multiple suspensions. He did not connect with peers or 

teachers in either the special or general education settings and 

was at risk of being expelled. 

When Stephen began attending Serendipity in the summer of 2013, 

we saw a transformation. Serendipity Center teachers and staff 

provided the understanding and support he needed to establish 

positive relationships with them and other students. They have 

worked with Stephen to improve his social skills, develop emotional 

control, and appreciate and develop his academic skills. Everyone 

at Serendipity understands his needs and his potential. While he still 

has room for growth, his self-esteem has increased, and he seems 

much more aware of and engaged in his surroundings. Because of 

Serendipity, Stephen feels more comfortable talking about what is on 

his mind and expressing himself. He enjoys school so much that he looks 

forward to it beginning again after vacations. He even sets goals and 

risks new experiences, including trying new foods! Serendipity is giving 

him the environment and tools to finally move in a positive direction.

Story provided by Stephen’s parents  

Student name changed 

 for reasons of confidentiality

“I have been impressed 
with how Stephen now 
expresses the desire 
to connect with others 
and build meaningful 
relationships despite the 
associated challenges.” 
    — Stephen’s Clinical Case Manager



Individuals:
Richard Abrahamson

David & Janell  
Alexander
Mary Lynn Akers

Joan Amico

Trudy Au

Heather & Ben Austin

Jeff & Bess Austin 
Alison Bailey

Larry & Jan Baker

Heather Baldwin

Judith Baldwin

Robert Baldwin

Matt Bell

Katie Benedict

Eric Berkman
Matty Berryessa  
& Will Eichelberg

Andrew & Patti Beyer

Jim Biemer
Donna Lee  
& Larry Bishop

Amy Blake
Craig Boretz
Ryan Brach

Theresa Brakebush

Jonathan Brechner

Elise & Gary  
Brickner-Schulz

Donna Brinati

Ron & Karen  
Brockelman
Claudia & Ed Brooks

Jenae & Andrew 
Burbank

Scott Burton

Richard & Patricia 
Carter

Bob & Debra Carus

Anne Chamness

Mike Chamness

Jeffrey Chicone

Gary Christensen

Ann Clampett-Sharma 
& Ravi Sharma
Lauren & Vic Clarke

Dr. Suzanne Cleland-
Zamudio & Gernaro 
Zamudio

Ann Marie Coghill
Craig & Cheri Collins
Jeffrey Condit

Chris Cooper

Kathleen & Gerald 
Cummings

Andrea Cunningham

Kieran Curley
Jennifer Dale

Tim & Gelena Dedlow

Melissa Delanty

Ethan & Natalie  
Desbrisay

Danny & Wendy 
DiChiara

Jeff Dick &   
Cindy Lozeau
Dr. Allen Dobbins
Joan Doherty

Susan & Ed Dominion

Angela Dowling

Shawn DuBurg

Norm & Kathy Dull
Cherrey Ehrig

Aaron & Mikell Elliott

Casey Everly

Paul, Felicia &  
Addison Fields
Lisa Fisher

Mary Flaum

Lynae Forbes

Larry & Judy Fox

Mary Ann &  
David Frantz

Bill & Colleen Gardner
Heidi & Jim Garnett

Lynall Gee

Jessica Getman
Alex Ghazanfari
Matt & Katie Godt

Bettianne & Al Goetz
Amanda & Chris Good
Dr. Laird & Pam  
Goodman
Hannah &   
Joe Graziano
Travis & Janet  
Gullberg

April Gutierrez

Rick & Jamie Hall

Jeri Hamilton & Rhodes 
Reason

Mark & Dee Dee 
Hansen

Sandra Hanson

Kristin Harquail

Mike Hasson
Earvie Hazzle &  
Margaret Doherty

Nancy & Paul Heer
Dr. Bob & Francy  
Heffernan
Alan & Rebecca 
Hencky

Jeneé & Jonathan 
Hilliard
Dave Holt
Chris Holzgraf

Dan & Kathy Houf
Tamara Ikeda

Harriet Jackson

Brad & Judy Johnson
Keith & Karen Johnson
Michelle Johnson

Eric & Gail Johnston
Leanne Johnston

Kate Jones
Douglas Julian

Richie Kaimie

Morgan Kalhar
William Kalhar

Joe Kennedy

Sule & Eric Kirkewoog
Monica Knowles

La’Verne Kramer

Mark Kummerer & 
Phanna Pich
Gene Lackershire

Ron & Sandra Lajoy

Dr. Thuy-Trang Lam
Carrie & Donnie Lee
Marguerite Leibham

Matt Lempner  
& Robyn Triebold
Jonah Levine

Rick Levine

Mark Long

Kelsey Ludeman

Stella Manabe

Amanda Marier
Belinda Marier  
& Patrick Sliger
David & Char Marier

Carl & Mary Marking
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Businesses/ 
Corporations
Alpha Broadcasting
Beast

Branding Merchandise
Carpet Fashions, Inc.
Cascade Greens
Cashman Consulting
Central Logic, Inc.

Common Ground 
Wellness

Costco

DanDan Creative
Dull|Olson|Weekes - 
IBI Group Architects
Eaton Group

El Gaucho

Elephants   
Delicatessen

Extreme Edge
Fire on the Mountain

Four Seasons  
Screen Printing

Galaxy Wine  
Company
Godfather’s Pizza

Haddad Brands
Harper Houf Peterson 
Righellis Inc
Indio Spirits Distillery  
& Testing Room

Kach Machine Works

Killer Burger

Kroger  

The Ladd Group
Lease Crutcher Lewis
Lubliner Florist

The Marre Good Team 
Massage Envy

McMenamins Pubs  
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MediaWorks | Visual 
Communictions
Miller Nash LLP
Morley Financial 
Services
Mt. Hood Meadows

Murrayhill Veterinary 
Hospital
MWA Architects 
NIKE
NW Natural
Olive Garden

OnPoint Community 
Credit Union
OPNW

Pacific Office  
Automation
Pepsi Beverage  
Company

PF Chang’s

Portland Business 
Journal
Plywerks

Point B
Polar Systems
Portland Children’s 
Museum

Portland Trail Blazers

Price Waterhouse 
Coopers LLP
Regence BlueCross 
Blueshield of Oregon
SakeOne

Saylers’ Old  
Country Kitchen

Seattle Art Museum

Sourcing Solutions
Speed’s Towing

Star Oil Co

The Standard
The Stockpot Broiler

Tasty’n Alder 

Toro Bravo

Troutdale Liquor
Union Bank
Vanguard EMS
Voodoo Donuts

Walsh Construction
Washington Trust Bank
WB Painting &  
Decorating
Weitzel’s Garbage  
Service & Recycling, Inc.

Wells Fargo
Wilkins Trucking  
Co., Inc

Foundations:
Ann & Bill Swindells 
Charitable Trust
Autzen Foundation
Bill & Margaret Bitar 
Foundation
Boyd Family  
Foundation
The Collins Foundation
Doris H. & Michael  
F. Garcia Fund
Harold & Arlene 
Schnitzer CARE  
Foundation
Hoover Family  
Foundation
Jack R. & Mary R. Dant 
Special Disability Fund 
of the OCF
Juan Young Trust -  
Eastern Division
Meyer Memorial Trust
Miller Nash Legacy 
Fund of the OCF
OCF Joseph E. Weston 
Public Foundation
Oregon Designated 
Fund of OCF
Quest Foundation
Rose Tucker  
Foundation
Russell Walbridge  
Fund of OCF
WalMart Foundation

Other:
Brown & Brown  
Employees 
CapitalOne  
Employees
Intel Volunteer  
Grant Program

Metro West  
Women’s Club

Northwest Children’s 
Theater

Portland Rotary  
Donation Trust
Social Venture  
Partners Portland

Because every child deserves 
an education.

Bold Indicates 

membership in the 

Serendipity Circle, a 

group of supporters

who have shown 

their commitment 

to investing in 

Serendipity and the 

students we serve 

through donations 

at or above the 

$500 level.

Serendipity would like to extend it’s gratitude to the many great Individuals, Foundations, Corporate, Business  
and other supporters who make it possible for us to help make the pieces fit for our students.

Serendipity’s Mission is to provide 
the best environment for students to 

heal and become educated, 
productive community 

members. 

Hunter

Kolya

Serendipity acknowledges 

our graduating student Kolya, 

as a recipient of the Susan 

Schriver Scholarship to help fund 

community college classes.

Congratulations 
to Serendipity’s 
Graduating Class 
of 2014:

•	 They can earn 
more. Achieving 
a high school 
diploma allows 
average lifetime 
earnings of over 
$200,000 more 
than is earned by 
individuals who 
did not complete 
high school.

•	 They are more 
likely to secure 
employment.  It is 
projected that by 
2018, only 10% 
of available jobs 
will be accessible 
to persons not 
holding a high 
school diploma. 

 

•	 They’ve reduced 
their risks of 
future mistakes. 
For example, in 
our country, 75% 
of state prison 
inmates did not 
complete high 
school.

•	 They set an  
example for their 
peers. Currently, 
one in four high 
school students 
drop out of 
school before 
achieving a 
diploma.  

Two young people received diplomas at our graduation 
ceremony in June. Another nine students successfully 
reentered the public school system or a vocational 
program such as Job Corps.

Serendipity graduates are helping advance Oregon’s 40/40/20 Plan 
for all adults to have obtained a minimum of a high school diploma. 
Because of their achievement:
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Education

Transition

Mental Health

Wellness

Registered and approved by the Departments of Education in both Oregon and 

Washington states, Serendipity’s program is an accredited special purpose school.  

By tailoring our curriculum and instruction to each student’s individual learning 

needs, we are able to help our students realize success, often for the first time. 

Education

Transition

Mental Health

Wellness
Wellness depends upon many factors, including the skills and knowledge 

to maintain health, a wholesome diet, regular exercise, access to the 

outdoors, and the experiencing of joy. Serendipity’s therapeutic recreation, 

Growing Minds Garden, Life Skills instruction, and nutritious meals nurture 

the current and future health of our students.  

Education

Transition

Mental Health

Wellness

The therapeutic services offered at Serendipity integrate clinically designed 

interventions into the structure of a school day, allowing immediate and constant 

access to support. All intervention strategies are collaboratively planned and 

executed through a shared understanding of each child’s holistic strengths and needs.  

Education

Transition

Mental Health

Wellness

Serendipity’s transition services create a bridge for young people between the K-12 

special education system and the world beyond the classroom. By helping students 

acquire necessary skills of independence, we prepare them to become productive 

and contributing members of the adult community.

What is a Therapeutic School?
At Serendipity, the therapeutic school is a special education program 

with a primary focus on emotional and behavioral growth. Our program 

prioritizes academic learning (EDUCATION), progress on individual treatment 

goals (MENTAL HEALTH), preparing for future success (TRANSITION), and 

the development of life-long health practices (WELLNESS).


